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Message from the Chairman

At the time of writing, we are little over a month into the start of the season and members have already experienced
some excellent field-meets with rabbit, pheasant, partridge and hare having been included in the mixed bag of
quarry taken. Here's hoping that the positive trend continues for members attending the forthcoming meets
arranged for Scotland and Ireland next month, the latter trip being of particular importance since we will hear the
result of our application for membership of the IAF. As mentioned previously, a positive application could have huge
implications for the Club next year and beyond.
Rarely are two years ever the same, but 2016 appears to have been particularly odd in relation to the moult. My
falcons moulted in 'text-book' style, but I still have three Harris' hawks awaiting the growth of their last tail feathers,
and I'm aware that others have voiced a similar experience.
As mentioned above, we are at the start of the hunting season, but drawing towards the end of the calendar year.
With that in mind, I would like to remind you of our intention to hold an auction at the November meeting (please
bring along anything, not necessarily falconry related, you feel would be of some value to other members) with the
proceeds going towards the planned event arranged for the December meeting. This could be particularly useful to
those starting out in falconry.
As I draw close to the end of this brief message, I feel you will all agree that we have been fortunate to have secured
a number of entertaining and informative guest speakers. My request to you is for suggestions as to who we can
invite to our forthcoming meetings. We have already pencilled in Honeybrook, Falconry Archives, Hawk Board and
Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, and we are in negotiations with the police (Wildlife crime officer), among
others. The Yorkshire Hawking Club is your club, who would you like to see address one of our meetings?
I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting: Wednesday, 2nd
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From The Editor

Despite the mild weather and the abundant cover, the hunting season is well under way, as attested by the posts on
the Club’s Facebook page. In these days of social media, the monthly newsletter cannot compete with the near -

instantaneous sharing of the successes (and occasional failures) of members’ birds, but it can at least spare you the
sight of Matthew Lally in his PJs.
My own season has yet to start, not least because I was lucky enough to spend some time with friends in America.
To be honest, the trip wasn’t a total success. We had to leave South Carolina less than 24 hours after arriving, when
the Governor ordered the evacuation of the barrier islands, where my friends have a home, as a precaution against
the arrival of hurricane Matthew (is there a theme here?). Since there were no flights available, that meant a fifteen

hour drive (more than 800 miles) back to New Jersey. The good new was that it made time for a visit to Hawk
Mountain (see below); the bad news was that the cloud was so low on the mountains that we saw nothing at all.
However, my redtail is now back in training and I am looking forward to the rest of the season, not least because
retirement at the end of the year will give me more opportunities for flying.

Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania

Hawk Mountain is in the north-eastern Appalachian Mountains, about three hours west of New York City. It is on a
major raptor migration route with today, an average 18,000 hawks, eagles and falcons passing each autumn.
However, at the beginning of the 20th century, when the Pennsylvania Game Commission was paying a $5 bounty
for each goshawk killed, it was the site of the slaughter of between 3,000 and 5,000 raptors each year.
In 1931, amateur ornithologist, Richard Pough visited the site,

collected the carcasses from one day’s shooting and
photographed them (see right) with a view to publicising the
carnage. Pough's photographs were eventually seen by a New
York conservation activist, Rosalie Edge.
In 1934, Mrs. Edge leased 1,400 acres on Hawk Mountain and
installed a warden on the property. The shooting stopped

immediately and the next year, Mrs. Edge opened the Sanctuary
to the public as a place to see the beautiful but persecuted birds
of prey. She purchased and deeded the 1,400 acres to Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary Association, incorporated in 1938 as a nonprofit organization in Pennsylvania.
Today, the Sanctuary provides educational resources and

scientific data in support of the understanding and conservation
of raptors. In particular, they compile long-term count details for
all of the raptor species that pass the site.
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Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania (continued)

As mentioned in my introduction, my visit to Hawk
Mountain was not a success so far as seeing
raptors was concerned, as attested by the count
record for 8 October. The reason for the blank day
is pretty obvious if you compare my photograph
(below) with one from the Sanctuary website
(below right).

For more information, visit http://www.hawkmountain.org/
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Raptor Trivia Quiz

This is just for fun. (If there are errors, don’t shoot me!). The answers will be posted on the Club website , in the
Members’ area, from Friday November.

1)

True or false? The Sparrowhawk is the smallest raptor in Europe.

2)

True or false? Ospreys and Peregrine Falcons have been found in Antarctica

3)

True or false? Bald Eagles build small nests

4)

The keeping of a bird of prey by a falconer through its second summer and its first moult is known as what?

5)

What does a falconer mean when referring to his/her bird's 'train'?

6)

How often do Kestrels mate during laying until their clutch of eggs is complete?

Whin Covert Birds of Prey Food
Main supplier of Honeybrook animal food in Yorkshire.
Tel: 01909 770244 or 07831 817267 email: keneyre@btopenworld.com

Day old chicks

£8.50 per 200 box

Mice

£11.00 (small)

£40.00 per 1000 ( 5 boxes)
Rats

£27.00 (small)

£25.00 (large 1kg bag, approx 50)
Quail

£18.00 (ex-layers)

£33.00 (medium)

£22.00 (vitamin enhanced)

We now also sell whole rabbits (dog caught, no lead shot) £2 each

48 Kent Street, Hasland,Chesterfield
S41 0PL
Tel: 01246 237213

www.crownfalconry.co.uk
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