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Looking at the calendar, September appears to be quite a busy and intense month for the Yorkshire Hawking Club.  

In addition to the monthly meeting, where we have Barbara Royle giving a presentation on the merits of the IBR.  (I 

would advise anyone to bring the details of any birds they wish to register to this meeting.)  we also have a full day 

of events planned at the Epworth Showground , At the Epworth event Nick Fox and his team will be demonstrating 

falcons 'hunting' his innovative robotic birds – this is not to be missed.  The following weekend we have the eagerly 

awaited social weekend (16/17/September) at Breighton Ferry (YO8 6DH) where all are invited to attend to get their 

birds 'field-ready', learn or brush-up on some new or existing falconry related skills/crafts and relax and socialise 

with like-minded friends over a barbeque and a 'quiet' drink or two. 

September is undoubtedly busy, but looking back, August was also occupied with displays/demonstrations having 

taken place at Peat Rig Farm and Malham (many thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their time); new and 

prospective land throughout the UK being scrutinised by James and Richie as well as all the less 'sexy' but still 

necessary administrative work that is required to enable a progressive club like ours to function. 

August also witnessed the initial launch of the new website (passwords/etc., will be provided for members at the 

meeting or by alternative arrangements if required).  While there are still issues to be resolved around field-meet 

registrations, the members that have already accessed the site will notice the Members' area now starting to be 

populated with news, documents, dates of events and other relevant information.  The website has also invoked a 

flood of applications for membership which will be processed with due diligence. 

We are now half-way through the administrative year so I would like to end this September Message' with a 

reminder.  We have travelled an exceptionally long way since the annual meeting in April, but there are still many 

things to do.  One of our strengths is that we are a club with a wide and diverse membership with many differing 

interests and requirements – some hunt, some fly, some display, some are wanting to learn before committing, 

some merely want to socialise – no one group is more important than the others.  It is your club so I would urge you 

to please make us aware what you want from your club.  Any reasonable 

suggestions would be most welcome. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting: Wednesday, 7th 

September 2016 at 19.30. 

Regards 

Peter Burke 
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The guest speaker at the September Club Night will be Barbara 

Royle όάBabsέύ from the Independent Bird Register (IBR). 

The Independent Bird Register was set up in 1994 by Jenny Wray at 

the request of fellow falconers following deregistration of certain 

non-indigenous birds of prey. Its main purpose was to ensure that 

lost and found birds could be efficiently reunited with their keepers. 

The most sensible way of doing this was to build a confidential 

database containing details of bird keepers and their birds and to 

start issuing rings that could be traced. The rings would be uniquely 

numbered and carry a national telephone number enabling anyone 

to contact the IBR at any time to report a lost or found bird. 

IBR closed rings were designed to comply with UK legislation and 

are accepted by DEFRA and APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency) 

formally AHVLA as a means of permanently marking birds. 

Since itΩs conception in 1994, the IBR now has the most comprehensive database containing млллΩs of keeper and 

bird records, which has assisted in reuniting birds the length and breadth of the UK and into Europe. 

Keith and Barbara 

 

²Ƙƛƴ /ƻǾŜǊǘ .ƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ tǊŜȅ CƻƻŘ 
aŀƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ƻŦ IƻƴŜȅōǊƻƻƪ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΦ 

¢ŜƭΥ лмфлф ттлнпп ƻǊ лтуом умтнст ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƪŜƴŜȅǊŜϪōǘƻǇŜƴǿƻǊƭŘΦŎƻƳ 

 

   5ŀȅ ƻƭŘ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ    ϻуΦрл ǇŜǊ нлл ōƻȄ   aƛŎŜ   ϻммΦлл όǎƳŀƭƭύ     

   ϻплΦлл ǇŜǊ мллл ό р ōƻȄŜǎύ    ϻнрΦлл όƭŀǊƎŜ мƪƎ ōŀƎΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄ рлύ 

 wŀǘǎ    ϻнтΦлл όǎƳŀƭƭύ   vǳŀƛƭ   ϻмуΦлл όŜȄ-ƭŀȅŜǊǎύ  

   ϻооΦлл όƳŜŘƛǳƳύ     ϻннΦлл όǾƛǘŀƳƛƴ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘύ 

 

²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǿƘƻƭŜ Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ όŘƻƎ ŎŀǳƎƘǘΣ ƴƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǘύ ϻн ŜŀŎƘ 

пу YŜƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ IŀǎƭŀƴŘΣ/ƘŜǎǘŜǊŬŜƭŘ 

{пм лt[ 

¢ŜƭΥ лмнпс нотнмо 

ǿǿǿΦŎǊƻǿƴŦŀƭŎƻƴǊȅΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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The YHC is staging an open day on Saturday 10 September at the Epworth Showground, Wroot Road, Epworth, 

Doncaster DN9 1LA.  Organiser James Tomkinson is receiving a good deal of interest from potential stallholders.  One 

of the main attractions promises to be a display by Dr Nick Fox and the Wingbeat Team (see the July issue of The 

Falconer). 
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The Breighton Ferry,  Bubwith, Selby, YO8 6DH  

The social/training weekend starts on Friday (16th), but members wishing 
to come and set-up camp on Thursday are more than welcome to do so.  

Please contact Isabel Swift (Tink) if you are planning to attend - tel. 01405 
861611 or mobile 07776 414654 

Tents - £5 per night; Caravans - £10 per night; 
 
The site has:  

public house  
showers (20p for 3 mins, £1 for 8 mins)   
toilets  
laundry  
electric hook-up (pre-paid card - £5) 
fishing 
boats  
Shops/etc. approx. 1 mile. 

 

Programme 

Friday 16th September  

Evening social/cinema (open-air, weather permitting). Time to be confirmed (TBC)  

Saturday 17th September 

Throughout the day there will be a number of short, practical training/refresher sessions  
primarily focused on getting your hawk field-ready. These will include:  

¶ coping 

¶ imping 

¶ furniture making 

¶ furniture fitting - anklets/tail-mounts/back-packs/etc. 

¶ ground-lure training 

¶ swing-lure training 

¶ kite training.  

¶ telemetry use.  

¶ GPS telemetry demonstration 

 
Barbeque - £5 per person 

Evening social 

Timmy hasn’t quite understood the principle of waking 

A peregrine gets a backpack 

There was eating and drinking too 

Furniture making 

Good job someone’s awake 

She went that way 


