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Message from the Chairman

It is now beyond reasonable doubt that the nights are growing longer and the days are getting shorter. For a great
many of our members this seasonal phenomenon is an indication that the hunting season will soon be upon us. It is
around this time that many of us begin to look in earnest at our moulting birds: how many primaries and/or tail
feathers are left to come through? Will he/she/they be ready for weight reduction and training in time for the first
field meet? Those of us with juvenile birds have similar, but different worries: when will this bird ever stop baiting?
What is this birds true fat/flying/hunting weight? Dare I let him/her fly free? Which ever category you fit into, as a
Club member, and if you want it, there will always be support and guidance at the end of the telephone or email.
While we continue with the trials and tribulations of our birds, be they young or old, the Club still has some fantastic

forthcoming events and guest speakers planned. The events in the next few months include: Peak Rig Farm,
Epworth Showground, Breighton Ferry and Malham, all of which you will receive more details at the next meeting.
Also, I'm sure you will agree that the two speakers at the July meeting, Tony (RSPCA) and Gary (IAF) were
outstanding, if for nothing else; Tony for his bravery and Gary for his honesty. We also have more speakers planned,
including: Honeybrook, Falconry archives, IBR and perhaps the best known falconer in Yorkshire (more of this at the
meeting). From the perspective of the committee, we have a problem in that we now have so many speakers and
events, we have very little time to discuss 'club' matters. However, I can assure you, this is a good problem to have.
We have therefore, decided to use this August meeting to bring you up-to-date with some of the items raised at
past meetings; inform you of some proposed projects for the future and allow us all to talk about our birds over a
pint and a sausage roll.

In this issue

If I can end this August message by assuring you that despite all the additional
time and effort required to procure and acquire these extra speakers/events/
activities, the policies and procedures we promised at the first meeting are still
receiving our utmost attention. The website is also coming along and some of
the committee are booked in for the initial website training on 10th of this
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month.
I look forward to seeing you all at the next meeting: Wednesday, 3rd August
2016 at 19.30.

Summer Events
From the Hawk Board
Field Meet Programme

Regards

Last Word

Peter Burke
Chairman
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Club Night Guest Speakers

In the first of what promises to be an excellent programme of guest speakers at
Club Nights, we were treated at the July meeting to not one but two speakers

and they were greeted by an excellent turnout from the Club. First Tony
Benham (right) from the RSPCA spoke about the work of the charity and the
pressing need to build relationships with the experts in the care of raptors.

Gary Timbrell (left) from the IAF spoke entertainingly about the promotion of
falconry around the world as an important part of cultural heritage and about
the challenges that the association faces in preventing the accidental restriction
of the sport through careless wording of regulations. We also learned the
difference between the French words “putois” (polecat) and “putain” (you’ll
have to look it up!)

The guest speaker at the September Club Night will be Barbara (“Babs”) from the Independent Bird Register (IBR).
The Independent Bird Register was set up in 1994 by Jenny Wray at
the request of fellow falconers following deregistration of certain
non-indigenous birds of prey. Its main purpose was to ensure that
lost and found birds could be efficiently reunited with their
keepers.
The most sensible way of doing this was to build a confidential
database containing details of bird keepers and their birds and to
start issuing rings that could be traced. The rings would be uniquely
numbered and carry a national telephone number enabling anyone
to contact the IBR at any time to report a lost or found bird.
IBR closed rings were designed to comply with UK legislation and
are accepted by DEFRA and APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency)
formally AHVLA as a means of permanently marking birds.
Since it’s conception in 1994, the IBR now has the most

Keith and Barbara

comprehensive database containing 1000’s of keeper and bird
records, which has assisted in reuniting birds the length and breadth of the UK and into Europe.
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Mewsings - Bob Girvan

After being afforded the privilege of
visiting and writing about other members’
establishments for eighteen months or so,
I finally feel that I can share some details of
my own aviary. It has now been in use for
just over a year and seems to be working
reasonably well for me and for Rosie.
The footprint is 14 ft x 8 ft and the aviary
itself is 10 ft by 8 ft. The small weighing
room also serves as a double-door entry
system. The base is paved but a section of
about one third of the aviary is pea shingle
over a soakaway with a mesh barrier. The
remaining slabs are covered with EVA stable mats (easily cut to size, light, easy to remove and clean, and kind to
talons). Approximately one third of the roof is meshed and open. There are two window openings with vertical steel
rods covered with white plastic tubing and shutters. The aviary
is lined with vinyl-faced plywood. Food is delivered via a drawer
from the weighing room. Originally there were two perches,
one high under the covered section of the roof and a shelf
perch at one of the windows. The recent addition of a swing
perch at the other window has proved popular.
The latest gadget is an IP camera that lets me keep an eye on
Rosie from wherever I can get a phone signal or wifi connection.

Whin Covert Birds of Prey Food
Main supplier of Honeybrook animal food in Yorkshire.
Tel: 01909 770244 or 07831 817267 email: keneyre@btopenworld.com

Day old chicks

£8.50 per 200 box

Mice

£40.00 per 1000 ( 5 boxes)
Rats

£27.00 (small)

£11.00 (small)
£25.00 (large 1kg bag, approx 50)

Quail

£33.00 (medium)

£18.00 (ex-layers)
£22.00 (vitamin enhanced)

We now also sell whole rabbits (dog caught, no lead shot) £2 each
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Yorkshire Hawking Club Open Day

10 September

The YHC is staging an open day on Saturday 10 September at the Epworth Showground,
Wroot Road, Epworth, Doncaster DN9 1LA. Organiser James Tomkinson is receiving a

good deal of interest from potential stallholders. One of the main attractions promises to
be a display by Dr Nick Fox and the Wingbeat Team (see the July issue of The Falconer).
Further details will be circulated as they become available.

Summer Events Calendar

DATE

Contact Tink (Isabel Swift) for details.

EVENT and LOCATION

TIMES

WEB SITE INFO

21-Aug

Peat Rigg Outdoor Training Centre

http://www.peatrigg.org/

27-Aug

Malham Show

http://malhamdale.com/showindex.htm

From the Hawk Board (rep. Steve Eastwood)

Natural England issued a licence last night permitting the control of up to 10
buzzards to prevent serious damage to young pheasants.
The licence is time-limited with stringent conditions and is based on the law, policy
and best available evidence. It follows rigorous assessment after other methods
had been tried unsuccessfully over a 5-year period.
It is stipulated that the licence must be used in combination with non-lethal measures and only on buzzards in and
immediately around the animal pens - not on passing birds. These conditions are designed to make the licensed

activity both proportionate and effective and we will continue to work with the applicant to assess this.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/licence-for-buzzard-control

48 Kent Street, Hasland,Chesterfield
S41 0PL
Tel: 01246 237213

www.crownfalconry.co.uk
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Field Meet Programme

DATE
06-Aug

Places
Meet 10:00 pub car park at LS16 7PH - contact Richie Burke

02-Oct
15-Oct
02-Nov

EVENT and LOCATION
Falcon Training Day
Training Weekend
The Breighton Ferry
Breighton, Bubwith, Selby YO8
6D
Rabbit Meet, Scarborough
Pheasant Meet, Scarborough
Herefordshire

13-Nov

Llandegla

Seven places (+ twp spectators)

17 - 19 Nov

IAF Moyvalley Co Kildare, RoI

http://www.internationalfalconrymeetireland.com/

19 - 26 Nov

Scotland

16-18 Sep

Unlimited, but check availability for caravan hook-ups
Four places
Five places
Four places

These details are provided for indication only. Booking will not open until the website is up and running and
payment through the site is enabled. Contact James Tomkinson for more details.

Last Word

“Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look, He thinks too much; such [birds] are dangerous.” Julius Caesar Act 1,
scene 2, 190–195
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